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Nov. Meeting, Native Plant Project
Tues., Nov. 27th, 2012at 7:30pm

APl ants of Our Gul fP™
by Diann Ballesteros.

The harsh environment of the southern coastal
dunes is characterized by blowing sand, harsh
winds, and salty soils. Plant diversity is low when &
compared to other Lower Rio Grande plant com-

munities, nevertheless many plants have manage.
to survive these unusual conditions. Diann will discuss these remarkable plants. After
tiring from teaching school in Harlingen, Diann began a decade long involvement with
various nature organizations including Texas Master Naturalist. She is a Board meml
NPP. Her knowledge of native plants is extensive and her love for our Gulf Coast shir
through her presentations.

at Valley Nature Center, 301 S. Border, (in Gibson Park), Weslac856-969-2475

The Sabal is the newsletter of the Native Plant Project.
It conveys information on native plants, habitats and environment of the Lower Rio Grande Valley,

PreviousSabalissuesare posted on our websitenjyw.NativePlantProject.prg

Texas

Electronic versions of oulandbookson recommended natives for landscaping are also posted there

Change of address, missing issue, or memberdiwessling@rgv.rr.com
PresidentChris Hathcoek956)3691744; <chris_hathcock@fws.gov>
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Some Plants of the South Texas Sand Sheet, wsss é b
by William R. Carr, =t e
Text & photos excerpted, with permission, fro =
[http://www.biosci.utexas.edu/prc/DigFlora/WRC/inde o

The South Texas Sand Sheet, also known as
Coastal Sand Plains and the Llano MestéRgstefio
- wild, untamed or mustang)ccupies more than two ZAPATA >
million acres at the southern tip of the state, just no
of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. The region is defing
by a sheet of eolia carried by the windsand blow
inland from the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico durin
Holocene times, a sheet that covers most of Kene HIDALGO
and Brooks counties as well as the northern tips of W
lacy, Hidalgo and Starr counties. Although most ma CAMERON
place the western edge of the sand sheet in Jim H({ [J] GULFCOAST PRAIRIES & MARSHES

County, isolated patches of Holocene sand are map| [H So. TEXASSAND SHEET

within a few miles of the Rio Grande in northwestell [] So. TEXAS BRUSH COUNTRY

Zapata County (Brewton et al., 1976) and are includ South Texas Regions

for the purposes of this discussion. The eastern edg [adapted from Texas Parks and Wildlife Maps]
somewhat arbitrary. Laguna Madre separates the |Sanu

Sheet from modern barrier islands along the Gulfdohes) Soils of planar areas are typically light brown,
Mexico, but there is no clear boundary between dieep, moderately well drained to well drained, slightly
Sand Sheet and the Flour Bluff Peninsula, a Pleistoegi® fine sandAlfisols. In some areas, particularly
barrier island situated west of Laguna Madre in sowthere the wineblown sand is a thin veneer over cal-
ern Nueces County. careous sandstone and caliche of the Goliad Formation,
Topography in the region is generally flat. Most pdgical soils are reddishrown, well drained, neutral
fine sandy loanAlfisols (Sanders et al., 1974; Thomp-
Qp, 1972; Williamson, 1993). Soils of lomas |are

are covered in active or stabilized dunes oriented a mﬁéped as very deep, friable, dark grayish brown, cal-

JIM H

STARR

as much as 50 feet tall. Elevation in the region rangQisate in the area i

ern highlands typically terminate in miscellaneous lawild winters. Mean |
lands rather than in Laguna Madre or the Gulf of Mexnual precipitation |
ico. In flatter parts of the landscape, rainwater simgyges from 20 inc
collects in and evaporates from small roundish pothieBapata County to *
or copitas; in active dune fields, elongate swales 3@énches in Kenedy County. The average growing|sea-
more common. Most of these wetlands are seasonsberanges from 304 days in Zapata County to 319|days
intermittent, but a few are permanent. Most contaifkenedy County (Natural Fibers Information Center,

fresh water, but those lying along established draind@s7).

ways lowest on the landscape tend to be saline. LQ8S of the South Texas Sand Sheet is dedicated to the

or clay dunes have developed on the downwingqction of cattle and huntable wildlife. Even in [the
(northwest) side of larger ephemeral saline ponds. | 51 ¢ Century it is a region of very large ranches|and

Soils of the region are generally sandy. Characteriatiy few people. The King Ranch, for example, o¢cu-
soils of dune fields are liglttolored, deep to very deepies 825,000 acres, mostly in Kenedy County, and the
well drained to excessively drained, neutral to slighgktimated population of Kenedy County in 2003 was
acid fine sandAlfisols and Psamments (i.e. sand408 persons (Dallas Morning News, 2004).
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Vegetation
Several matriXevel vegetation types can be recog-

live oak Quercussp.) woodland that covers much of
the dune topography in eastern Kenedy County anc
extends patchily westward. The nominative oak is S
to beQuercus fusiformigOther components of these
woodlands includéoothachetree (Zanthoxylum hir-
sutum), honey mesquiteRrosopis glandulos)aand
brasil Condalia hookeii ; .

Toothachtree Zanthoxylum hlrsu)uman aromatlc me
ber of the Citrus family with menacing thorns. Chewijn
leaf releases compounds which provide oral pain re

Associated with this woodland is a tallgrass grassla
dominated by seacoast bluesteéetiizachyrium sco-
pariumvar. littorale) and gulfdune paspalum
(Paspalum monostachyynwvith camphor daisy
(Heterotheca subaxillarjsand other forbs more com-
mon on sand ridges (Diamond & Fulbright, 1990).
Other important components of the grassland inclug
brownseed paspalurPéspalum plicatulum
crinkleawn (Trachypogon secundygphoto below,

D ‘ \;

nized within the South Texas Sand Sheet. One type

A

jygellow—eyed grass Xyris jupicai, Iridaceae) photo below

| have shorter vegetation consisting of short sedge s

Indiangrass$orghastum nutahsnd big bluestem
(Andropogon gerardji(Diamond & Fulbright, 1990).

Adgther major vegetation type in the region is hone
mesquite woodland, which is found on light brown f
ysands and reddidbrown sandy loams of plains. In
&idch situations, mesquite typically occurs with colin
or lime prickly ash Zanthoxylum fagarg brasil,
prickly pear Opuntiaspp.) and other thorny shrubs.
Associated with this
woodland is a
midgrass grassland
composed of love-
grassegEragrostis
spp.) photo right
threeawns Aristida
spp.), fringed signal-
grass (Urochloa
ciliatissimg and other
species. The balancef:
between the grasslan
and woodland compof &
nents may have beeng#
influenced by historic §
Battle grazing. "

V#ﬁan%s are commo
although most are

small and ephemeral. Deeper freshwater ponds an
rsavales in the eastern part of the region have a well
velopedflorula (- flora of a small single environment
with spikesedgesHeocharis cellulosgE. palustris
andE. quadrangulatpoften dominant. Other conspic
ous components include arrowhe&agittaria

longiloba), elegant waterlilyNlymphaea elegahs

Eragrostis secundifffraaceae
red lovegrass.

<

yellowneyed
grass

taken from the vy@md jointed flatsedgeClyperus articula
tug). Shallower freshwater ponds in the western par
the region, or ponds that are actively grazed, usual
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cies Eleocharis parvulak. minimusandSchoenoplectus sax Echinodorus parvulus
montanu¥ and burheadsschinodorus bertercandE. tenel- Mudbabies, Alismataceae.
lus). Salt or brackish ponds typically have extensive open o

rimmed by saline clay supporting sparse cover of a few ha
phytes, notably shoregrasd@nanthochloe littoralisand
white spikesedgeHleocharis albida

coast, are bands of saline soils that support a variety of ve
, == lion types. One typelg
% is a shorstature |

- 2 shrubland typified

~ | by Drummond

~ . goldenweed

~ . /. (Isocoma drum-

mondi), amargosa

(Castela erectasp.

texang, gutta perchaMaytenus phyllanthoides), dwarf screwbean

= (Prosopls reptans rubberstemlatropha dioicd, horsecrippler cac-

/
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" Associated grasses include alkali sacat8pp(obolus airoidgsand
4 whorled dropseedSporobolus pyramidatlisAlso present are grass-
< lands dominated by gulf cordgragp@rtina spartinag

Other localized vegetation types are medstature shrublands that
| occur on slopes of the region's few major drainageways, often wiere
the underlying calcareous sandstone of the Goliad Formation is gx-

: | posed, and on lomas upwind from salt lakes. These communities{in-
e, { clude many shrub species that are more commonly found in

' Tamaulipan thornscrub to the south and west. Patterns in these s

hrub-

Endemic (Native and confined to a certain regipiPlant Species
The flora of the South Texas Sand Sheet includes about 54 taxa that are endemic to the state of Tiexas.
Among thosefourteen or fifteermre essentially endemic to the Sand Sheet proper.

Bill Carr can be reached at: Acme Botanical SeMB@QSﬂBZ<b|IIcarrspurge@gma|I com>
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Logger head S
photographed by A. Richar
near Falfurrias. Magnified.

Croton coryi. [
Coryos
Euphorbiaceag

Photo by A. Richardson.
Polanisia erosa subsp.
breviglandulosaapparaceae.
(Magnified to show detail.)

NPP Fieldtrip
Announcement !!!
Dune & Beach plants
Sat., Dec. 1st

Meetat8amatdar | i n
Home Depopkg. lot if you
wish to carpool.

From 77/83 going south,
take the Olmito/FM 511 exit

under the overpass going

TX Hwy 4 (Boca Chica Rd).
There are several stores along
way for water, snacks & RR.

When you reach Boca Chic
beach area, look for a bunc
of trash ca
parking near that area.
The fieldtrip should begin
about 9 a.m.

Ken King & Dr. Al Richardson
will lead us.

Cal | Frank W
24508 4 7 , i f oy

SE on FM 511. Turn east onto

the

- D

s ema
ouodr
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Euphorbia innocua, Vel ¢ ‘ Phyllanthus abnor
Spurge, Euphorbiaceae N Euphorbiaceae,
‘ : South TX Letdbwer

Liatris elegans,
Asteraceae.

Elegant Gayfeather.

A. Richardson photo.

Abronia ameliae, Nyctaginace

Amelia Sand Verbena

W N
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LRGV Native Plant Sources

Heepds Nursery
(Mike Heep)
1714 S. Palm Court Drive
Harlingen, TX 78552
(956) 4234513 * By appt. only

(| &

Valley Nature Center
301 S. Border Ave.
Weslaco, TX 78596
(956) 9692475
<info@valleynaturecenter.org>
[www.valleynaturecenter.org]

Perez Ranch Nursery
(Betty Perez & Susan Thompson)|
12 miles north of La Joya, TX

(956) 5868915
<PerezRanchNatives@gmail.com

Mother Nature's Creations
(Billy & Sue Snider)
2822 Nueces; Harlingen, TX 78550
Nursery open by appointment:
(956) 4284897

NABA Butterfly Park
Old Military Hwy & Butterfly Pk Dr
Mission, TX 78552
(956) 5839009

Rancho Lomitas Nursery
(Benito Trevino)
P.O. Box 442
Rio Grande City, TX 78582
(956) 4862576 *By appt. only

Valley Garden Center
701 E. Bus. Hwy. 83
McAllen, TX 78501

(956) 6829411

Landscaper using Natives:

Williams Wildscapes, Inc.
(Allen Williams)
750 W Sam Houston
Pharr, TX 78577
(956) 4609864
[www.williamswildscapes.com]

page’/

Sponsors

Heepds LRGV Nat.i

d venedgnd gpgrated by Mike and Claire
We grow plants suited to landscaping
and revegetation in south Texas.
1714 S. Palm Court Drive Harlingen, TX
By appointment. Phone: (95688%
[www.heepsnursery.com]

L an Hee

7855

MOTHER NATURE'S CREATIONS

§ Native Landscapes Billv Snider, Jr.
§ Water Features, Ponds "Sue Griffin
8 Pond Supplies & Rock

§ Specimenize Native Plants
§ Consulting or Full Installation
§ Office: 956284897
§ Mobile: 956716051

I (YW I N,
Ty,

et 0y

email <sue_griffin@sbcglobal.net >

Come visit the Native Plants

VNC
301 S. Border Ave. 7‘}* for Sale
Weslaco, TX 78596 Watch Birds

(956) 9692475
info@valleynaturecenter.org
www.valleynaturecenter.org

Valley Nature Center

-6 ac Nature Park & TrBitok & Gift Shop
-Native Plant Nursétgeting Roem
-Environmental Education and Exhibit

& Butterflies

A Secret Garden

in the Heart of the
Rio Grande Valley
Ha

Pl

all

NPP Board & General Meéhielgsat Valley Nature Center (ABO

(Fourthifuesday each month)
Board Meetings at 6:30pim Speaker at 7:30pm.

Most meetings held at Valley Nature Ctr. (see,abo

A\ =X
Sat., Dec. 1st, 2013dt 9am: 1@:
Fieldtrip to Boca Chica area.
(Details p.5.)

Upcoming Speakers and Topics

January 22, 2013 Dr. Andrew McDonald
"Natural History of LRGV Morning Glories"

February 25, 2013/ Chris Hathcock
iThe Natur al Zones of t

VE)

ve)

3

Other Meeting Datesviarch 25, April 22, May 28, 201

The Sabal, November 2012, Vol. 29 No. 7

www.NativePlantProject.org

an’

Lov



W

FROM:NPP; POB 2742; San Juan, TX 78

The Native Plant Project (NPP)has no paid staff or facilities.

NPP is supported entirely by memberships and contributig
Anyone interested in native plants is invited to join.
Members receive 8 issuesTie Sabalnewsletter per year in

589

ns.

which they are informed of all project activities and meetings.

Meetings are held at:
Valley Nature Center, 301 S. Border, Weslaco, TX.

Native Plant Project Membership Application

__Regular $20/yr. __Contributing $45/yr
__Life $250 one time fee/person
Other donation:

Please print:
Name

Address

City State
Phone Zip -

I dm choosing the o6green optionl|é

Send my SABAL via .pdf file to:
Email address:

Please mail this form with dues check payable to

Native Plant Project, POB 2742, San Juan, FX748589

TO:

Tues., Nov. 27th, 2012t 7:30pm:
APl ants of OQur Gul
by Diann Ballesteras

at Valley Nature Center
301 S. Border
(in Gibson Park), Weslaco.
956-969-2475

Sat., Dec. 1st, 201at 9am:
( Fieldtrip to Boca Chica beach.

(Details p.5)
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