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Plant species page #s in the Sabal refer to: Ken King
oPlants of Deep South Tesiby A.Richardson & K.KRDST). Christinal Mi
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Though often misunderstood, batyg y e
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their unigqgue connection to one na
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background in social work and aj ti
ture. He is currently serving afF t
and Environmental Education Speg az
blends communication, creativitig no
conservation action throughout ey
The meeting is at:
VaIIey NatuR®lC&EnBer der | ( Gi bson
9562475
Photo on right by
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An o tMaecrr opd-Htleixumand photos by Jann Miller

It began | i ke so many of my native plant adventures,
on County, west of Rio Hondo. I't was | ate March of B6&8&5,
of rain in 24 hours. I could tell that the road hgahde bbeaennk
of the ditch across from the agricultural fields. Ditches

I was on aLytubersum toa If@Gdnodr fno cmima Loosestrife. It is eas
imensin my yard werein full bloom. | had seen it blooming in the ditches beside this road before, but today there was standing
water in them, and no sign of their fuchsia fl owers.

Di sappointment was setting in, but | continued scanni
brown color struck my eyes. I backed the car up ankdesaaw t
Upon cl oser examination, | found a flower shaped |ikeg-tho
ing from recently disturbed roadside soil, and appeeeabrfe-d s
l et s. It |l ooMadr optriyl isum,i deao om@npyur eonomwn as Purple Bean,
brown rust color rather than reddish purple al mostabl ack.
closest to the agricultural fields. | completed my Badwnent
I was anxious to tell my friend, Ken King, about it and t

A few days | ater, I returned t dMatche pgiitld uw. tall hHeru.r iphine
observed Il ong |inear seed pods whiM.h atprpe@u redmaud egrmoemi nagn d
but we continuedMtoatgoperlp tceodl ul telcitse dwarsat ure seed so | col
my yard and share it with friends.

About a week | ater | returned: the plants had grown | .
form of this M. aattr av@lsr hjardoeautmn hheo me . It branched out from 't
gave it a shrubli ke appearance. Pl u 3 i ni
inform him of the growth form and % . » 5 NJg.
was no twining because there was 2 s ‘.1_,\" SRy T
to qgquestion Ken King? | made one ' ‘ e t
but they were gone. The ditches roa
scraped bare of vegetation. | was ed

Someti me in June of 2025nPuﬂpIp¢|a yhi s
|l arge clay pot with a tal/l tre ger
plants grew slowly during the §§ Sep
rains, the plants took a | ar g 4 8 | d
deal ing with aMaicrfcbprleﬂrhrteuspﬂ@cnl
feet high and stood erect wit /AN 5 hap
ate | eaves were | arge and | us / t he
shaped with a deep maroon col an p
devel oping seed pods were | on t ho
M. atropUhpsrwewamsm. not Purpl e Be D be
close reltmtnue. aSbatanist, | g
fiMacr opaUpl ipuonMaedopti | i umBli axtgho
was my plant!

As it tMacmo®podudld i uims | radth pEss
Deep South Texas. ' : : ; ‘ 4

't is native to Mexico, Cel . & & M- P lbea
South America. |t has been i ntgw ' { i n
parts of the world including b s (
ana, Georgia). It is often fo ch
can tolerate a wide range of d s
as a forage crop for livestoc rop
|l egume, it fixes nitrogen whi it
ered an environment al weed in it
rapidly in disturbed soil s. v

I would rather have discov L ”
to our area than a nonnative oul
nui sance. However, it wBasc rfoupnt
and as adventures go, this on
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NPP Board Activities

Photo above Four NPP board members shared our mi ssi on
NPP President Jann Miller, Carlos Gardia, Keraldihgr(obPlants of Deep South Texas) and Rachel Nagy.

NPP shared 657 packets of native plant seed, most of which were collected by Jann from her incredibly glasetr€2ulback ¢
Handbooks and membership applications were available at no cost. Several board members and NPP voluntestys hav
meeting at Jannds home, to clean 700 packets oflaAdiol |

Ramirez, and Christina Mild) Jann has done most of the packaging and labelling. Laminated photos of the itaxel specie

Board members have been working tirelessly as our representatives, attending many local events. Our Handboaks ha
|l i ke water. Webve undertaken a massive pr oj ecdungaup- up
dates over outdated information.

The Shrubs handbook is NPPO6s earliest publ i sheduchand
updating of reference material was called for. The handbook had only a Table of Contents, with plantsdistddriivide disc

are adding a comprehensive index of common and bedasan
have been changed, no .pdf option for Sabal delivery was offered, g MRL .
Awards project was not mentioned. Valley Nature Center no longer| | f Gy@ul ooking for Jan
Handbooks, so that information, in older handbooks you may have{ P e€come invol ved iR, |
also out of date. edltor,_who pr_dai\a_nd ® ok
updatwsth training on
Our Butterfly Gardening handbook (with éddtieallyutterfly host plants where to put it nd
perhaps the most popular, and it has needed much in the way of up <mild. christina@gma
comprehensive index. The most recent references listed are from 2 (I live i Har|l i n
few wonderful references have become available and we are adding We can work at my holuse
handbook.
Look fldar luissh gBtinr di ng Flesti val
wd | be working ffom
Thursday, Nov. 6th thjru Sunday Nov 9t h
We always need volunteer help,
whether you know anythingg about native plants, or n
Jann Mill er has our olunteer schedul e,
so send herdahi &mailo |[hel pou
S hde | give you an idea o what sort of help is neede
and whdm.rdevall e@yahoo. com>
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