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The Sabal is the member newsletter of the Native Plant Project.  
It conveys information on native plants, habitats and environment of the 

Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas, ñDeep South Texas.ò 
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President: Jann Miller 
VP: Josue Ayala 
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Treasurer: Bert Wessling 

Drew Bennie 
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Carlos Garcia 
Zachary Johnson 
Ken King 
Christina Mild 
Rachel Nagy 
Barbara Peet 
Joe Lee Rubio 
Kathy Sheldon 

 
 

NPP Advisory Board 
Mike Heep 
Benito Trevino 

This month, weôre thrilled to welcome John Brush  
ð Urban Ecologist at Quinta Mazatl§n.  
See: [https://cuefornature.wordpress.com/]  
Co-Founder of Prickly Pair RGV. 

 

Synopsis: Our cities are so much more than asphalt, buildings, and 
concrete; they're full of life, and can be designed to harbor even more 
of the species we know, love, and need. Join John Brush for an explo-
ration of urban ecology, from species trends to green infrastructure 
examples, and learn how we all can make a difference in our shared 
spaces. Johnôs presentation will take us into the world of urban ecolo-
gy and the many ways we can make a difference for nature right 
where we live.  
  
Bio: John Brush has been observing and appreciating natural ecosys-
tems in the Valley since childhood and brings a deep understanding of 
native plants and their roles in urban landscapes. He has nearly 10 
years of experience as an urban ecologist at Quinta Mazatlan. He is 
also co-founder of Prickly Pair RGV, a landscape design business he 
operates with his wife, Stephanie. (See page 7 for their services and 
contact info.) 
 

The meeting is at:   
Valley Nature Center, 301 S Border, (Gibson Park), Weslaco. 
956-969-2475 

 

The Sabal   

 

In this issue:   
 

September program by John Brush p1 
Tiny Pollinators on the Teniente Tract (photos by Kristy Miner Baker) p2 
NPP Awards: Deadline Extension, Changes & Clarifications p2 
Billieturnera helleri, Evening Copper Fanpetals p3-4 
NPP Board Report on Summer p5 
Sponsors, Nurseries, Landscapers, NPP Meeting Schedule p5  
Plant Species List, Membership Application p6 

Plant species page #s in the Sabal refer to:  
òPlants of Deep South Texasó by A.Richardson & K.King (PDST). 
Plants of Deep South Texas has been reprinted (without revisions).  

It is also available as an ebook for Kindle. 

September 2025 
Volume 41, number 6 

Editor: Christina Mild 
<mild.christina@gmail.com 
Submission of relevant articles and/or 
photos are welcomed. 
 

Editorial Advisory Board:  
Ken King, Jann Miller,  
Alfred Richardson,  

Jan Dauphin, Betty Perez. 

NPP meeting topic/speaker:  
Tues., Sept. 23rd, at 7 pm 
 

ñSharing Our Cities - Nurturing Biodiverse Landscapes ò  
presented by ð John Brush 
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NPP Awards: Deadline Extension to Oct. 31st to receive completed applications. [www.nativeplantproject.org] 
The new applications are available on our website. Changes in Application Criteria & Explanations: 
 

We have received a number of applications for the Awards which NPP began offering last year.  
In light of the applications received, our Awards Committee met during the summer to consider each candidate. 
We decided to clarify our objectives and alter some requirements for application to encourage additional candidates. 
Those who have already submitted their application do not need to re-apply. We still have your applications on hand. 
We encourage other possible candidates to visit our website to fill in and submit the new application forms. 
 

NPP Criteria to be used in selecting a College-Level Scholarship applicant: 
Preference will be given to students who: 
- demonstrate knowledge of the unique flora and fauna of Deep South Texas or adjoining Tamaulipas. 
- will be studying in south Texas or adjoining Tamaulipas 
- have volunteered in south Texas or Tamaulipas environmental projects. 
 

Native Plant Propagation Grant: Clarification: 
Propagation involves growing plants, usually from seed or from cuttings. 
(Buying plants, creating gardens and/or garden maintenance do not qualify for this grant.) 
Applicants will be asked to share which native species they plan to grow. 
 

We have several excellent applicants who are eligible under these requirements and we will be giving other candidates 
this additional month to apply for NPP awards. 
 

The NPP Board is very pleased with the results of offering these awards. It has allowed us to become familiar with  
several young people who are very involved with our growing community of those who care about our environment! 

Kristy Miner Baker  
photos from the Teniente 
Tract, Sept. 14.  
 

Kristyôs remarks on her Face-
book post: 
 

ñI was so overwhelmed and 
distracted with the amount of 
pollinator activity, I couldn't 
track anything!! When some-
thing did land, they were too 
fast for me! I learned first 
hand that Waltheria indica is 
a HUGE pollinator attractor.ò  

 
Above right: Longhorn Bee, probably Melissodes 
tepaneca on a fluffy landing pad: a Croton bloom. 

Above center: Black-Legged  
Longhorn Bee on Waltheria 
indica. 

Below left: Honey-Tailed Agapostemon melliventris on Milkweed blooms, 
probably Funastrum cynanchoides (the common, stinky-sapped milkweed 
vine which grows almost anywhere and everywhere.) 

Below right: Megachile sp. on Palafoxia 
texana var. ambigua. 

Thank you, Kristy, for your photographic skills,  
patience, and willingness to share with us.  
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Joey Santore photo. 
Note the strong venation on leaf under-
sides. Unfortunately, few photographers 
bother to photograph leaf undersides. 

Billieturnera helleri, (previously Sida helleri) 
Evening Copper Fanpetals. (?Fanleaves?) 
PDST 308. Malvaceae. (First described in 1895.) 
 

Mike Heep introduced me to this plant in C. B. 
Wood Park in Harlingen, at a time before that park 
was inundated with invasive Kalanchoe.  
When I re-encountered this marvelous species about 
35 years later along the fenced-frontage of Ramsey 
Park, I was beyond thrilled.  
If you arenôt actively looking for the plant, youôre 
unlikely to see it. You can see how small the leaves 
are from Joey Santoreôs finger-ruler below left and 
my fingers on the right.  
Iôm intrigued with the covering of tiny hairs, which 
appear to be tipped with a sticky gland. Would this 
surface collect dew? Yes. That may be the only 
available moisture for much of the year. Do they 
trap sand and dirt? You betcha! 
 

Blooms open in late afternoon, and may appear year-round, as do the seeds. 
The species is unique to deep south Texas and northeastern Mexico. Paul A. Fryxell, 
now deceased, re-classified this plant into a unique genus (SIDA 9(3): 195-200. 1982.) 
He named it after his also-deceased professor, Dr. Billie Turner, who educated many 
Texas botanists and has published several essential tomes for our benefit.  
Iôm hoping that we can successfully propagate this superb species to grow in pots at 
home. Most of us would have room for it! 

Evening Copper 
Fanleaves: 
You can see that 
several leaves in 
these photos are 
closing or closed, 
more like an um-
brella than a typi-
cal fan, I think. 
The strong vena-
tion, as seen in 
Joey Santoreôs 
photo below left, 
allows the leaves 
to close. This 
probably con-
serves water and 
limits exposure to 
excessive sun-
light. 
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Billieturnera helleri, Evening Copper Fanpetals. continued from p3. 
 

Probably unreported from Texas until 1957. This tiny plant is easy to overlook. 
Please see PDST p308 for a better description of the plantôs morphology. Photos are much 
easier for this editor to comprehend. 
Joey Santore has posted many photos of this species on iNaturalist, showing details of the 
morphology which many of us ignore or fail to photograph. As Ken King consistently re-
minds me, such details are often necessary to give an accurate identification. 
Joeyôs amazing photo above left shows the typical Mallow-type bloom. His photo above right 
shows the bloom from the back, revealing the hairy calyx, which continues to protect the deli-
cate bloom. 
Center right photo, taken by Eric Keith in Zapata, shows an immature fruit, with the distinc-
tive five compartments. Each compartment generally holds only one seed. 
C. Mild photo below shows an abundance of mature seed capsules, about 3/16ò in size. 

So why select this plant as a focus? 
Itôs unique to this part of the continent.  
It continues to exist in mown areas (in front of Ramsey Park). 
Itôs small enough to be grown in a pot unprotected from the sun. 
The soil it grows in is less than ideal: poorly drained caliche, gypsifer-
ous or heavy clay. 
There are only a total of 96 identified local observations on iNaturalist.  
Several of those have not yet reached ñresearch grade.ò 
There is not even one observation of this species in the 2025 Lower Rio 
Grande Valley City Nature Challenge. (In typical fashion, I rushed over 
to make my Observation a day late.) 
 

What other species are we missing? Possibly a lot. 
How many more morphological details should we be documenting with 
photos? As many as we can. 

Coming next month, hopefully: 
Local variation in Parkinsonia species and possible hybridization.  
We have two hard-to-identify specimens of ñPalo Verdeò in Ramsey Park. (photos on p 6) Notably, they are without spines.  
If propagated, this would be a big plus for landscapers. This topic requires more research before publication. 
 

Raziel Flores shared this with me: 
ñ...my (third) uncle in Hermosillo, Sonora has an interest in Parkinsonia genetics. He did mention to me at one point that these spe-
cies have a tendency to readily hybridize. I believe the area around Hermosillo has at least 4 species of Parkinsonia (P. microphyl-
lum, P. praecox, P. florida, and P. aculeata) plus Parkinsonia x sonorae, which is a recognized hybrid of P. microphyllum and P. 
praecox. I have an article that goes into the phylogeny of Parkinsonia/Cercidium and near relatives...  If I remember correctly, ... 
our P. texana shared a close relationship with P. florida ...ò 
 

Homework for readers:  
Have a closer look at the Parkinsonia species you encounter. Do they have spines? How many paired leaflets do they have?   
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S p o n s o r s (& Native Plant Nurseries) 

 

LRGV Native Plant Sources 
 
 

 

Heepôs LRGV Native Plant Nursery 
 

Owned and operated by Mike and Claire Heep 
 

We grow plants suited to landscaping  
and revegetation in south Texas. 

 

1714 S. Palm Court Drive, Harlingen, TX 78552 
(956) 457-6834 <heep0311@yahoo.com>  
Heepôs Nursery is on Facebook 

Perez Ranch Nursery 
(Betty Perez) 

12 miles north of La Joya, TX 
(956) 587-2149 

<PerezRanchNatives@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

NPP Board & General Meetings 
are held at Valley Nature Center    

(4th Tues. each month, except December & thru summer)  
 

Brd Mtgs 6 pm ñ Speaker 7 pm    
Upcoming meetings:   

2025: Sept 23, Oct 28, Nov 25. No December mtg. 

 

Nursery/Landscaper/Educator: RGV Natives! 
 

Prickly Pear RGV.  
Owners: John & Stephanie Brush 

 

Native Plant Pickup or Delivery 
In-Person or Virtual Consult for Landscape Design 

Educational Programming 
 

Contact at: <prickly.pair.rgv@gmail.com> 
or use the contact form at [https://prickly-pair-rgv.com/]  

 
 

Nurseries/Landscaper selling Natives & Exotics:  
 

Oleander Nursery (Seth & Candi Welliver) 
Follow their Facebook page for updates! 
2421 S Conway Ave, Mission, TX 78572  

Candi 956-569-2367.  
<Oleandernursery@gmail.com> 
Open 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.  
By appointment on weekdays. 

 

National Butterfly Center 
Old Military Hwy/3333 Butterfly Pk Dr.  

Mission, TX 78572 

[http://www.nationalbutterflycenter.org] 
 

Rancho Lomitas Nursery  (Benito Trevino) 
P.O. Box 442, Rio Grande City, TX 78582 

(956) 486-2576 *By appt. only 
 

 

Landscaping, Etc. Inc., Noel Villarreal 
125 N. Tower Rd, Edinburg;  
956-874-4267, 956-316-2599 

NPP Board Report: 
 

These are some of the events which NPP was involved in 
since our last meeting on May 27th: 
 

1) Edinburg Scenic Wetlands Outdoor Expo on Saturday 

June 7th; 

2) Seed Bank Committee Meeting and seed cleaning Monday 

July 28th and at other times; 

3) Scholarships and Awards Committee Meeting July 5th; a 

4) Sunday Gardening Club at Entre September 14th.  

Waltheria indica, PDST 406. 
Hierba Del Soldado. 
 

See p 2. 
 

This is an amazing plant for 
pollinators of many kinds. 
 

Photo by Camille Rich, from 
her ranch on the red sands. 


